
Devotional by Maddie Ridgeway 
 
 

Matthew 6:32-34 
For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 
Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 
 

Devotional 
Matthew 6 is a scripture that many have turned to in light of the anxiety that has 

swelled in recent days.  Does simply reading this scripture allow my anxiety to go away?  Not 

necessarily.  Personally, if someone is telling me to stop worrying, I can’t just stop worrying...I 
know it’s crazy, right?  So, what are the ways scripture can come alive in our own lives? God is 
active and working day by day and I believe God call me to do the same. I pray that you all 

can feel God’s peace that surpasses all understanding through this trying time.  
 

This is an example in my life where I can look and see what God has done and is 
continuing to do even if it isn’t jumping out of the pages of scripture.  Last Sunday you might 

have heard Bryan sang a new song at 505 called “Way Maker.” The first time I heard this 
song was right as I was finishing up my first job in Pittsburgh and it was really powerful as I 
was transiting into a really unknown time of life. The lyrics reminded me of the promises of 
God.  I wasn’t even a few months into my job at the Salvation Army here in Philadelphia when 

I was asked to attend a worship arts conference with hundreds of other Salvation Army staff. 
This same song was sung and the lyrics were just as powerful during that time of my life as 
well. Again, I was reminded of God’s promises where I didn’t necessarily expect them. Last 
week Bryan played this song, which was great, but I didn’t realize how deeply I would feel it, 

again, as we transition into a time of uncertainty and a new normal for so many. God has 
continued to reveal God’s self to me through this song and the scriptures it references.  
 

So, if it doesn’t seem like God is revealing God’s self to you right now, I encourage 

you to reflect on the creative ways that God might be communicating with you communicating 
with you. Think about the songs you’ve listened to, the conversations you’ve had, or prayers 
you’ve prayed. Journal about them, talk to your family or friends, or even give me a call! I’d 

love to hear about the ways in which God- breathed scripture is coming alive in your life in 
one way or another. I am praying for all of you through this time. I’ve attached the link to the 
song I was referring to below. You can also go to Youtube and hear the song by any other 
number of Christian artists.  

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4XWfwLHeLM 
 

Prayer 
Jesus, you knew all of the ins and outs of today. You know all that will come from tomorrow 
too. I pray that you provide peace that surpasses all understanding. May we find your 

comfort and love through those we come in- not too close- contact with and other unique ways 
that you continue to remind us of who you are. Allow us to see a little glimpse of you every 
day as we continue to redefine what normal is, knowing that you are in control. Thank you for 
what you have already done and will continue to do. In Jesus’ holy name, Amen  
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