
Devotional from Becca Bruner 
 

 

JOHN 15:1-5 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that 

bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have 
already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in 
you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
 

DEVOTIONAL 
 
Just a few weeks ago, I was basking in the sun in Sonoma County, California, on a week-
long annual retreat with my small group from Princeton Seminary. We spent the week as 
we always do - sharing the stories of our previous year, with its highs and its lows, and 

praying for each other for the year to come. Seeing as how we were literally surrounded 
by wineries and vineyards, we spent the week reflecting on Jesus’ words in John 15: “I am 
the vine, you are the branches…” 

 
But it was an interesting thing…in the vineyards all around us, there were no branches to 
be seen. It was still wintertime and all the branches had been cut back – pruned by the 
vinegrower. During a tour a local vineyard, the farmer let us look up close and see – each 

vine had only two short ‘nubs’ left on it, you could hardly call them branches. But the farmer 
assured us – these pathetic looking nubs were all they needed today for that vine to 
produce an abundant crop in the months to come. 
 

It seems to me that our church, our community, our country, our world is going through a 
season of pruning. Our Father, the vinegrower, is removing some branches. Some of it is 
good – we’re being pruned of excessive busyness and of our dependence on distraction. 
But some it is very painful – I certainly have not enjoyed being pruned of those everyday 

connections to friends, neighbors and family members. I have grieved the pruning away of 
activities and programs in the church that we have loved in the past and were so excited 
for in our future. 

 
So in the midst of all of it, it helps me to hold on to Jesus’ promise that this time of pruning is 
all for a purpose. Every branch that bears fruit our Vinegrower prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 

 
If that’s true, that means we’ve got an incredible season of fruitfulness ahead of us! We 
don’t know when growing season gets to start again. And I am fairly confident that not all 
the branches that got pruned away are going to get to grow back again. But I am excited 

and hopeful still. For as we continue to abide in the Vine – as individuals and as a 
community – we have Jesus’ promise that we will bear much fruit. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

PRAYER 
 
Our always faithful God, 
You know best what we need in order to grow. It is your desire that we would bear 

fruit – fruit that will last. And so in this season that feels barren, lead us to abide in you. 
Help us find our daily nourishment in your Word. By your Holy Spirit, fill our hearts with 
your love. Give us hope that you are at work beneath the surface of the soil of our lives, 
preparing us for a season of fruitfulness that will amaze us all. 

 

 


